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" The threat of a lawsuit should
not force the Berkeley Unified °
School District to "abandon- its:
controlled-choice system - for
_achlewng racial balance in this
- ¢ity’s public schoois, at least one -
" member, of the school board .
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‘or' determine’ what's right ' for-

;, tion challenging its use of race as
‘,a- factor' in’ determining which

we. ‘would send: a,»-‘ N

would bea very.. ~§5
‘bad one, bad in :
“the sense that we

!
. o
T 1
i

,_entaplanf
. (.._....,_?u.; rr jrn fgy o

"/ Berkeley,” Board Vice president . hiad’ given up 011 :
- : Joaguin Rivera said a meeting- o
y I\Zonday hight of the Controlled - the 1dea that We
:Choice Committee, “1 feel that
!v_vhat we ha\re is'wonh ﬁghnng, can edumfe H.“.
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At thc moment. the dlslnct
does not face any pending litiga-

“schools studenits will attend. But

i-ic Legal Foundation or any other’.%
*nght-wmg group st l?e agenda it
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Pedro Noguera
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¥ Berkeley's program s

‘designed to provide relatively
41 balanced racial compositions at
+~| each campus, whether the school
2 £1" is located in the illls or the flat-+

¢ -+ lands. That requires buslnE
throughout the community and
forces many children to attend , _
schoulstlw;amntmﬂmmnme— ;
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'ové! the Inst foiu years, districts- -
-across the” country -with ' simiiar
student assignment plans have.
been taken to- court — and havef
lost. =~ - ™ :
“The opinicn of the legal coun-
sel to the district is that the cur-
rent race-based diversity pro-
gram wonld face a difficult legal.
challenge,” attorney Richard A..
Hoyer writés in'a. memo to the
committes. “The district antici--
pates that.such a chaflenge will
be made, and that such a chal-
lenge will result in costly and dis-
tracting litigation and/or the
denial of federal funds essential.
to the Magnet School program.”

The risk of a lawsuit led the
school board to create the Con-
trolled-Choice * Committee,
which has met four times over
the last three weeks. The com-
mittee members. were not
appointed by the district, but are
simply residents interested in the
issues  surrounding possible
changes to the student ass:gn-
ment plan.

A final committee meeting is
scheduled for this Saturday, at
which time the group must issue
a recommendation to the school
board. The recommendation will
be considered at the board’s Nov.
17 meeting. -
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. since some - of ' them hﬂfl only i last round of mnodifications to the.,

_leamed of :the committee s_f",lsf ~current policy, be and other- par-

tmcemﬂwlastfcwdays g ients talked to- South=Berkeley.d
But the ‘issue - that dominated , families- whose children attendeds¥;

much of thé conversation wasthe  : goprercon 0 Overwhelmingly, m‘

" ootion of changing the cumrent those parents said they i
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“Berkcley, doesn t:aIways do pecause: -~ Berkeley's’ umghbo::ﬂE

thmgs becanse it's more conven- - poode ‘in-the hills are genernlly—:

* fent or becanse it's- moreslacra-- "
dve. said. John . Selawsky, - more aﬂ'lumt and more Cau w

“Berkelegm oﬁc::he do; sthings . - gt
;because: they’re the. right things*. education ik
to do. It would be a real mistake - w‘f‘é&?’ﬁﬂm w,,f,mfvfs 1
'if we were to capitulate 100 garying on the school board when -
quickly or too casily to the.threat the current assignment plan was *
of alawsuit.” - ~adopted, reminded. the commit-.
Still, the risk of legal action is ., ee m integrated schools is no.
onthemmdsofm .+ guarantee of academic success =
administrators. i “for students,. But when all the -
“This committes mmpons:ble pieces come together, including -
for looking at the - conmolled- - parental involvement and an
choice program to see if there's- appropriate campus atmosphere, ..
anything we want to do, to adjust a diverse school is  remarkable
it in any way, if at all, to lower educational experience. ~
our level of tegal liability,” Irving ;I think it would be sad if (inte- *
Phillips, -director of the Magnet. ‘grated schools d.tsappemed) in.
School Program and the commit- . Berkeley, sad because in Berke- -
tee’s chair, told the Daily Planet ley, race and class are very dis- --
on Tuesday. “Cleariy, what we're -tinctly . related,” said Noguera.
doing right now would be uncon- “What we. would end up with
stitutional in many Junsdlcnons could be racially segregated |
That's not the case in Califor- schools in Berkeley. The mes-
nia, which is part of the Ninth sage we would send would be a- i
District Court of Appeals. But a very bad one, bad in the sense |
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number of cases are moving that we had given up on the idea
C through the system that could that we can educate all kids
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