FRIDAY NOVEMBER 19,1899 3

School

gsmm Exa 0

Eﬂ@S thy

Officials postpone decision on race-based enrollment

By DANIEL TREIMAN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
The Berkeley Unified School Dls-
trict Board . of Education voted
Wednesday mght to reserve the option
“of m'ovilig to a race-neufral student

assignmént procedure for the coming .

school vear,

There has been WJdespread concern.

that the existing K-5 integration poli-
cies could be subject to a-costly legal
challenge because of the district’s use
of race as 4 factor il assigning students to
schools.

Recent court decisions across the
courntry have struck down school dis-
tricts race-conscious enollment policies,

-In a 3-2 vote Wednesday night, the

school board approved a measure pra- -

posed by district Superintendent Jack
McLaughlin to postpone a final deci-
sion on enrollment paolicies. |
McLaughlin’s proposal called for
the district to decide in March — after
students have axready applied 1o
schools for the coming school year —
what procedure to use to assign new

and transfer students to the district's

nine nonmagnet elementary schools, '
‘At that time, the school board will
have to either choose to retain the cur-
rent procedure for nonmagnet K-5
schools, which takes race inte account,
or extend the district’s magnet schools’

race-neutral, geography- and socioe--

conomic-based enrallment formula to
all its K-5 schools.

After receiving students’ appliga- -

" tions for enrollment, the board will

then be able to examine the impact of ~
each of the two assignnient models on -

racial integration and decide which
formulato use,

Board members who supported”

_ MLLaughhns proposal expressed con-
cern that retdining eurreis emollment

policies for the coming school yeat .
. runs the risk of a costly lawsuit,

Stephen McCutcheon, an attorney

at the conservative Sacramento-based
Pacific Legal Foundation, confirmed
earlier this month that his group-is
considering a lawsuit against the
Berkeley district,

School board Vice President

McLaughlin’s proposal, said Berkeley
should stick with its current systemn.

“The use of race is still legal, Rivera said.
He later said that the school beard

was allowing the Pacific Legal Founda-
tion to set the district’s agenda.

Rivera also said he was concerned
that leaving the final decision on

Joaquin Rivera, who voted against

See BOARD page 6.: B

_ 6 R FRIDAY NOVEMBER 19, 1999

| Board

_ FROM PAGE 3

enrollment procedures untll March
WJ]l cause confusion.

“We need-to let people know now
, what the process is — how we are
" going to be assigning kids,” he said, “I
. just don’t-want to have things up inthe

alr and make a decision. some time in

' March ?

SchooE board Pres1dent Pamela
Doolanand directors Shirley Issel and
Ted Schultz voted for McLaughlin's

3 proposal Director Terry Doran joined

Rivera in vofing against the proposal,

and the nenvoting student director, -

Zachary Moon, stated his oppomnon

- tothe proposal.

Mchughhn said after the meetmg

“ that his proposal was aimed at gwmg
‘the district more tinje to examme ‘its

options and. collect data on’ their
implications,

“We will plobably be sued no mat—'
ter what we t1se,” he said. “Whether we

-use the magnet criteria {or) the cur-

rent criteria, it appears we’ll be sued. |
We ]ust want to collect miore data. My.

intuition at this pomt tells me-that |

we'll probably stay with the existing

_system, but we need . to 100k ar the

optiors.”

Making a decision at Wednesday's
meeting on the issue-of K-5 enroll-

ment was particularly urgent for the

school board because-applications for
enrollment in Berkeley’s K-5 schools

~ will be distributed in December.




